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Where Do We Go From Here?
Abstract
In lieu of an abstract, below is the essay's first paragraph.
"It seems that today violence consumes our youth and the public eye. Much of the violence is over
publicized and emphasized in the media. Over the last few centuries we have strived to gain
independence, nonviolence and civil rights, but have we cast away all the hard work have done for us, just
to fulfill a thirst for power and materialism? This overbearing sense of egocentrism has taken over our
society, but has been glorified by the media. Though our lawmakers and guardians can reprimand
violence, it remains in our freewill to make the right choices in regards to the public and us. However, we
are not often consumed by the wondrous things the world has to offer, but the hatred and greed that
consumes the world."
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“When we allow freedom to ring, when we let it ring from every village and every hamlet,
from every state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when all of God’s
children, black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, we will
be able to join hands and sing… We are free at last!”
Martin Luther King, Jr. “I have a dream” August, 28, 1963
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“Returning violence for violence multiplies violence, adding deeper darkness to a night
already devoid of stars... Hate cannot drive out hate: only love can do that.” – Where Do We Go
from Here: Chaos or Community (1967), Martin Luther King, Jr.

It seems that today violence consumes our youth and the public eye. Much of the
violence is over publicized and emphasized in the media. Over the last few centuries we have
strived to gain independence, nonviolence and civil rights, but have we cast away all the hard
work have done for us, just to fulfill a thirst for power and materialism? This overbearing sense
of egocentrism has taken over our society, but has been glorified by the media. Though our
lawmakers and guardians can reprimand violence, it remains in our freewill to make the right

choices in regards to the public and us. However, we are not often consumed by the wondrous
things the world has to offer, but the hatred and greed that consumes the world.
When faced with all of this violence, where does religion fit in? Many people who are
consumed by violence are also religious people, but are unable to overcome sin. Those who are
plagued by violence also rely on their faith to overcome the wrongdoing that has taken place.
Because of an inexplicable hurt, there is an unexplainable truth and solace that faith offers in a
time of sorrow. Faith is a very important component to families and friends of those affected by
violence, especially when the violence is severe. Faith can often help them come to terms with
what has happened and help them to grow as a community.
As violence continues to occur, it might also be hard to connect with a higher being.
Because of the over portrayal in the media and the overwhelming question, why, there may be no
real answer to the problem of multiplicity of violence. When people are return violence with
violence, as Dr. King states, they are only causing more problems, which diminish faith. Many
people may ask the question why God lets violence occur in their lives, but do not realize that
violence is an act free will and God is still walking with them in this time of pain. This time of
trial is a time to grow with God and not fall away from Him. Dealing with abuse or death may be
trying, but faith is never ending.
Why are people turning to their faith simply when corruption occurs? Faith should arise
in the beautiful and ugly. Despite violence’s “triumph” over good, faith must arise from the
ashes and return love when hatred is brought forth. When hatred is given to hatred, the cyclic
nature only continues. It takes one person to break that chain – do a good deed, return an insult
with kind words, or smile at someone who is in need. Though the media portrays violence in
gunshots and knife wounds, violence comes in all shapes and sizes. If we are willing to use our

faith to stand up to bullies and ignorance, we too can change how violence is being spread
throughout the world. We can spread love instead of hatred. Most of all, we can remain faithful.
If we can forget grudges, hatred and myths passed on from previous generations, and then
our pathways to God can be forever stronger. The pathway to God is not a one way street, for our
relationships with our brothers, whether they are black men or white men, Jews or Gentiles,
Protestants or Catholics, is also the way to Him. As we love one another as we love ourselves,
we no longer have to worry about unnecessary violence or insecurities. An equal love from a
“different” party is more satisfying than an impartial acquaintance. Yes, peace seems impossible
in the politically driven world we live in, but if we live with love and friendship at our
foundation, and harmony in our hearts, violence should not be an option.
Though violence is an inexplicable truth, it is our time to come together as a people of
faith – whatever faith we share – to grow as a community of believers and share this hurt and
grow as believers. We are not only the people of the world, but a people of God. We must break
our chains and set ourselves free from this violence that plagues our cities and our hearts. As we
come together as a people, our faith will grow stronger and the fight against violence bolder.
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